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Eima energy launches the campaign against the lies about biomass

Alternative fuels, that is the energy of origin, are also a battleground in the fake news war: invented news disseminated to discredit the entire biomass sector. 

Some argue that focusing on biomass would reduce food production for the third world, others raise fears of pollution dangers that are more serious than oil refineries, and others still launch incomprehensible warnings about the danger of deforestation. 
To tackle this phenomenon, which focuses on the sensitivity of public opinion and ends up divulging fake news in a viral manner, the following took the field: the association Itabia, Italian biomass association, Eima Energy, the exhibition that houses technologies for energy sources of agricultural origin, and Alkes, publishing house of the bimonthly Nuova Energia and other publications focused on energy and sustainable development. 
A truthful information campaign has been created, entitled "So many lies about biomasses" with a leaflet that summarizes the six main fake news that have spread in recent years and, easily understandable, with attractive graphics, and the related verified information that discredit them. 
The leaflet is presented in the spaces of Eima Energy and, subsequently, will also be distributed at other trade fairs and conventions. The pdf of the brochure can be downloaded from the Eima Energy website: www.eimaenergy.it/pdf/2018-nuova-energia.pdf
"This initiative is actually part of a broader campaign that our magazine has been conducting for some months now on misleading information on the energy topics" says Davide Canevari, editor in charge of the magazine Nuova Energia "which are often treated with superficiality, if not for partisan interests. The content of the leaflet is included in the magazine which is distributed mainly among local administrators, Municipalities and Regions, which then have the responsibility to manage the resources of the territory". 
But how do you respond to those who say that allocating a territory to bioenergy crops takes away space from those destined for food? 
"In Italy alone, the cultivated agricultural area has fallen, between 1971 and 2010, from 18 million to 13 million hectares" answers Matteo Monni, vice president of Itabia "we have lost, so to speak, the equivalent of 340 football fields every day. An energy crop would simply recover abandoned land and offer business opportunities and jobs, as well as being compatible with food crop rotation". 
Other totally unfounded news, which the campaign discredits with few words, is that the crops for energy would provoke deforestation, that common waste would be indiscriminately burned together with the biomasses, that Italy would not be self-sufficient for this production, that to support biomasses all electricity users would pay a heavy contribution on their bill and, finally, that the energy derived from biomasses would be insignificant compared to the needs of a country. 

Bologna, 9 November 2018
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